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Two Distinct Flow Regions of the Near-Earth Plasma Sheet 00000000000 O0000000000000000000
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A synthesis of four years observation of the near-earth plasma continuity 0 0 0 000 0000000000000000000O0
sheet with the GEOTAIL spacecraft suggests that the near-earth 000000000000 0000000o0o00o0oooooooon
plasma sheet can be divided into two distinct regions of different O00000000000ooo0o0oooooooooooooo
flow and field characteristics. The wedge-shaped region confined 0000000000000 0000000ooooooooogn
to the midnight local time sector is characterized by fast, earthward O00000000d00ooo0oooooooooo

flows with a high level of variability. The extent of thisregion
gradually narrows with decreasing geocentric distance and disappears
around r=15 Re. On the other hand, the rest of the near-earth

plasma sheet including dawn and dusk regionsis characterized

by slow steady flows which are directed azimuthally toward dawn

or dusk, away from the wedge-shaped region. The wedge-shaped
region broadens when the IMF is directed southward.
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