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A historical review of the foundation of “Society of Terrestrial Magnetism and
Electricity of Japan” in 1947 and of the transition of “Physical Institute of Radio
Waves” after the World War II - After the memos of late Ken-ichi Maeda.

# Iwane Kimura, Honorary member

Ken-ichi Maeda, Emeritus Professor of Kyoto University, passed away in 1995, left his memos recently accessible to me for the
period from 1947 to 1949. From 1941 to 1943, he was the director of the Physical Institute of Radio Waves of the Ministry of
Education. He experienced two big events, one was the foundation of the Society of Terrestrial Magnetism and Electricity of
Japan and the other is a transition of his Institute to be merged into a new big scale National Research Laboratory, ‘Electrical
Communication Laboratory(ECL)’established in 1948. His memos involve the minutes of meetings held for the preparation of the
foundation of the Society, and of numerous meetings governed by GHQ(General Headquarters, US Army forces, Pacific), for the
establishment of the ECL. These two events are closely related to our present Society. I will introduce his memos with the aim
to review historical backgrounds of our Society and the related Institute, at the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the foundation
of our Society. Finally, I acknowledge Dr. Sawako Maeda, Professor of Kyoto Women’s College, from whom I could receive
the memos of Ken-ichi Maeda recently. She was given the memos directly from Prof. K. Maeda around 1980 for her interest to

science history.
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