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ICSU-World Data System (WDS) and WDS-IPO (International Progamme Office) to be
hosted in Japan
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ICSU (International Council for Science) has established a new international programme World Data System (WDS) at the
ICSU General Assembly in 2008. , WDS was formed incorporating legacy of WDS (World Data Center) system and FAGS (Fed-
eration of Astronomical and Geophysical data-analysis Services) services. The new system aims at long-term stewardship of st
ence data, qualification of data/databases, as well as promotion of larger capacity of multidisciplinary databases/centers/servic
with up-to-date information and communications technology. WDS-SC (Scientific Committee) has developed WDS constitution,
WDS membership qualification documents etc., and now they are proceeding the process of WDS membership applications ft
the first member application call.

The WDS programme implementation, coordination and management will be conducted by the International Programme Of
fice (IPO). In response to ICSU’s announcement to call for a institute hosting WDS-IPO. the ICSU Executive Board decided
NICT as the IPO host institution in November 2010. Executive Director (ED) will be recruited via an open internationally call
this year. 3-6 September 2011, In 3-6 September 2011 &quot;the First International ICSU-WDS Conference&quot; which is a
WDS'’s scientific symposium will be held in Kyoto. Coordination between related bodies inside Japan including Science Council
of Japan, MIC, and MEXT, is planned to develop also for encouraging and assisting WDS-IPO activity and database activity in
Japan which will be inspired in this opportunity of starting to host the WDS-IPO in Japan.
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