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Space Science Exploration Mission Category and Future Perspectives of the Solar
System Sciences at ISAS
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The Space Science Exploration Roadmap of ISAS, revised in January 2021, defines four mission categories: strategic
large-class mission, publicly solicited medium-class mission, strategic overseas joint mission, and small mission. Although
these four major categories have not been changed for a while, their definitions and budget have been gradually changed
according to the changes in the situation surrounding space science missions. In this talk, | will introduce the current status
of ISAS mission categories and discussions on them. It is necessary to take these mission categories into consideration when
creating future missions. ISAS has been promoting solar system science exploration with the major goal of "elucidating
how the solar system and life were born and evolved to the present”. In this talk, | will also introduce the mid- to long-
term directions of solar system exploration at the Department of Solar System Sciences/ISAS aiming to promote helio-
spheric system exploration, landing exploration of gravitational bodies, and exoplanet exploration, which is closely related to
SGEPSS.
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