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SGEPSS fund allowing attendance

to the JPGU 2006 meeting
Mimi Hill (The University of Liverpool)

Funds from the SGEPSS allowed me to attend the
Japan Geoscience Union Meeting May, 2006 held at the
Makuhari Messe International Conference Hall, Chiba.
My reason for attending this conference was so | could
take part in the International Session ‘Perspectives of
Geomagnetism: Geodynamo, Paleomagnetism and Rock
Magnetism °. This excellent session consisting of three
days of oral and poster presentations brought together
experimental and theoretical scientists from around the
world all interested in Earth magnetism. Prof. Kono is one
of the very few, if not only, person who has expertise in all
aspects of Earth magnetism and | was very glad to be able
to attend this session marking his retirement. On the first
evening there was a reception for Prof. Kono where along
with good food and drink we heard anecdotes about
Prof. Kono from colleagues and also had the chance to
socialise. I met a number of the younger generation of

Japanese scientists and it was very interesting to
compare academic life in the UK to that in Japan.

The stimulating and thought provoking
scientific session contained a good mix of talks
reviewing current knowledge in certain aspects of
geomagnetism and cutting edge research, given by
distinguished senior experts and young researchers
alike. It was an ideal environment to learn and extend my
knowledge in particular on the theoretical parts of Earth
magnetism such as dynamo modelling and experiments
to simulate the Earth’s core. | gave a talk on the final day
on ‘the microwave palaeointensity technique’ which
was developed at Liverpool University and which | have
been researching and using for the last 10 years. There
was a relaxed and friendly atmosphere with many
interesting discussions occurring during the time for
questions.

The conference was extremely well organised
and the facilities excellent. The many exhibition stands
were fun to browse through and it was fascinating to see
which English language texts were on sale to the
Japanese market. | was impressed by how large the
conference was — there is a lot of interesting science
going on in Japan! The location was ideal with hotels and
restaurants close by.

Thanks to the invitation of my hosts Drs.
Yamazaki, Oda, and Yamomoto | was also able to visit
the Paleomagnetic Laboratory at the Geological Survey
of Japan in Tsukuba. Prof. Rob Coe was also visiting and
we had a most interesting tour of the laboratory
including seeing the low temperature demagnetisation
(LTD) double heating (DHT) Shaw palaeointensity
method in action and discussing and comparing
equipment at Tsukuba, Liverpool and Santa Cruz
palaeomagnetic laboratories. | attended an interesting
seminar given by Prof Coe on geomagnetic reversals. We
were also able to do some sight seeing and sample some
excellent Japanese cuisine.
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Overall I had a thoroughly enjoyable time in
Japan. | have made new contacts, extended my
knowledge, and have new ideas to implement in to my
own research back in the UK. | would like to thank the
organisers of the JPGU session and in particular the
SGPESS for making my trip possible.
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